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An Examination of Elementary Islamic Education Curricula in
Intellectual Education Institutes and Programs in the Light of
Religious Concepts that Suit Students

Abstract
The study aimed to explore the extent to which religious concepts

are included in aims and content of Islamic Education Curricula cf the
first three grades of the elementary stage in Intellectual Institutes and
Programs. It also explored the teaching performance of these concepts.

To achieve these two aims, a content analysis tool was developed,
validated and used to analyze aims and content of target curricula.
Furthermore, an observation checklist was developed and validated to
rate the teaching performance (of 25 Religious Education teachers at
Intellectual Education Institutes and Programs in Riyadh) of the target
religious concepts.

Results showed that major and minor concepts included under the
"Faith" dimension were the most frequent in the content of the first and
the third grades' curricula. The most frequent concepts in the second
grade were those included under the "Worshippings" dimension.
Concepts included under the "Prophet's Biography" dimension existed in
the curricula of the three grades but with low frequency (from 6.2% to
9.4%). The main concepts included in the "Islamic Manners & Virtues”
dimension were completely absent in the aims of the three grades. As to
the teaching performance, the teaching level of the target religious
concepts was 69.3. This indicates an acceptable level of performance.
The teaching performance that has the greatest effect on the teaching of
religious concepts to the intellectually impaired ranged between poor and
average.

The researcher therefore recommended that the mechanism of
developing Islamic education curricula be reviewed and promoted, and
that focus in Intellectual Education Teacher Development Programs be

placed on the prospective field of the graduates.




